March 26, 2025

The Honorable John Thune
Majority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Majority Leader Thune:

On behalf of 316 local, state, and national organizations, we write to share our deep
concerns about the House-passed budget reconciliation resolution—specifically the
catastrophic health care cuts it would require and the resulting harm it would impose on
families and communities across the country.

The House proposal mandates a minimum of $2 trillion in cuts, including hundreds of
billions of dollars from the Energy and Commerce Committee—an instruction that simply
cannot be achieved without gutting the Medicaid program, as confirmed by the
Congressional Budget Office earlier this month." At a time when families are already
struggling to access affordable health care, moving forward with these cuts would be a
betrayal of the very voters that sent leaders to Washington to lower costs, not to shred our
nation’s social safety net.

Medicaid is a lifeline for communities across the country. It provides affordable health
insurance to almost 80 million Americans—1 in 5 people living in the United States—and
serves as a financial backbone of the health care system, including for the clinics and
hospitals on which we all rely." Medicaid delivers essential care to 37 million children, 14
million people living in rural areas and more than 8 million people with disabilities." It
supports 7 million seniors and 12 million Medicare enrollees." It also covers more than 40
percent of all births and is the single largest payer to community clinics, for long-term care,
and for mental health and substance use disorder services in the country.”

No matter how cuts to Medicaid are framed, the end result would be devastating to
American families and communities in every state. Medicaid is already a lean program; the
cuts required by the House budget resolution would blow a hole in state budgets, forcing
them to offset financial losses by either raising taxes or dropping people from coverage,
eliminating critical health services, or cutting payments that support rural hospitals,
community clinics, nursing homes and other providers—delaying care and driving up costs
for everyone.”



New polling shows that the House budget bill is entirely out of step with the overwhelming
majority of Americans who support Medicaid: Almost 75% of people across the political
spectrum affirm that Medicaid is important to their community and over 80% want to
maintain or even increase current funding for Medicaid.""

We urge the Senate not to take up the House’s budget bill and instead commit to protecting
Medicaid and the other critical health care programs on which your constituents rely for
their health and well-being.

Thank you for your consideration.
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