
March 13, 2025 
 
The Honorable Susan Collins   The Honorable Patty Murray 
Chair      Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Committee  Senate Appropriations Committee 
Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Tom Cole   The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Chair       Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Committee  House Appropriations Committee 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Senator Collins, Senator Murray, Representative Cole, and Representative DeLauro,  
 
We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, are writing to express our concerns 
regarding a recent announcement by the Social Security Administration immediately 
terminating the Retirement and Disability Research Consortium (RDRC) cooperative 
agreements.1 
 
As you may know, the RDRC plays a critical role in improving SSA’s efficiency, fiscal oversight, 
and decision-making by conducting independent, data-driven research. Its work helps SSA 
streamline programs, reduce improper payments, and ensure benefits reach those who need 
them most, all of which are essential in today’s budget-conscious environment. 
 
SSA’s announcement of the termination claimed a rationale of ending “fraudulent and wasteful 
initiatives and contracts.” However, this rationale could not be further from the truth of the 
work conducted by the RDRC. The $15 million annual cost of the RDRC is a small investment in 
research to improve the efficiency and accountability of an agency with a $14 billion 
administrative budget charged with delivering $1.6 trillion to beneficiaries. 2 SSA serves over 70 
million Americans (20% of the US population) directly by administering retirement benefits, 
disability benefits, and survivor’s benefits. In theory, however, the agency serves all Americans 
over their life course, providing necessary documentation and tracking earnings. The RDRC 
helps SSA discover ways to make its programs and services work better for the American public 
and run more efficiently. 
 
The current DRC mechanism was established by the first Trump administration in 2017, building 
on decades of precursor SSA investment in external experts to complement SSA’s limited 

 
1 https://www.ssa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/#2025-02-21  
2 https://www.ssa.gov/budget/assets/materials/2024/2024OP.pdf, 
https://www.ssa.gov/budget/assets/materials/2025/2025BO.pdf  

https://www.ssa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/#2025-02-21
https://www.ssa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/#2025-02-21
https://www.ssa.gov/budget/assets/materials/2024/2024OP.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/budget/assets/materials/2025/2025BO.pdf
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internal research capacity.3 The six centers4 making up the current RDRC consortium were 
selected through a competitive grant process. Their (now terminated) research included: 
 
Preventing Overpayments and Strengthening Fiscal Monitoring 
RDRC research has examined SSA’s overpayment issues, helping identify why errors occur, how 
they impact beneficiaries, and what policy solutions could reduce them. This has included 
assessing income reporting complexities for SSDI and SSI recipients, which often leads to 
overpayments and long-term financial hardship when beneficiaries are asked to repay. RDRC 
research has helped the agency refine its monitoring systems and develop policies to reduce 
improper payments, ensuring taxpayer dollars are used efficiently. 
 
Supporting Evidence-Based Policy Reforms 
The RDRC provided crucial data on the effectiveness of SSA policies, including return-to-work 
initiatives, disability adjudication processes, and retirement policy changes. For example, RDRC 
studies helped evaluate the impact of SSA’s Ticket to Work program, identifying barriers that 
prevent beneficiaries from returning to employment.  
 
Efficiently Improving Service Delivery  
RDRC research also focused on how to efficiently improve communications and enhance 
customer satisfaction. E.g., the RDRC was assessing an innovative model that would use 
volunteers, rather than SSA staff, to handle many queries from the public. The research 
indicated that almost two-thirds of retirees still contact SSA staff in-person or by phone, but up 
to half of these queries could potentially be handled by trained volunteers. This work would 
adapt for SSA a variant of the federal government’s State Health Insurance Assistance Program 
which trains volunteers to offer counseling on Medicare, Medicaid, and other health insurance 
options. 
 
These are just a few of the many examples of high-impact research that is well worth SSA’s 
investment in the RDRC. The centers also had a training mission to develop new scholars into 
experts on SSA programs so as to attract the brightest minds into improving the functioning of 
these SSA programs that are essential for meeting the needs of individuals who rely on support 
from the agency.  
 
The Bottom Line 
Without the RDRC, SSA loses a critical tool for preventing overpayments, improving program 
integrity, and ensuring benefits are efficiently distributed. The consortium’s research helped 
SSA run its programs with accountability and precision, making it an asset for those who want 
to see smarter, more effective government rather than wasteful spending. We urge you to 
work with the Administration and your colleagues on SSA’s oversight committees in the 
House and Senate to restore support for the RDRC program immediately.  

 
3 https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v80n1/v80n1p1.html  
4 National Bureau of Economic Research; Boston College; City University of New York Baruch College; 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County; University of Michigan; and University of Wisconsin-Madison.  

https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v80n1/v80n1p1.html
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Sincerely,  
 
 
cc Acting SSA Commissioner Lee Dudek 
 The Honorable Mike Crapo 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto 
The Honorable Jason Smith 

 The Honorable Richard Neal 
The Honorable Ron Estes  
The Honorable John Larson 

  
Organizations 
Alliance for Aging Research 
American Association for Public Opinion Research 
Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management (APPAM) 
Association of Population Centers 
Center for New York City Affairs 
Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Consortium of Social Science Associations  
Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics (COPAFS) 
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund 
Economic Policy Institute 
Gerontological Society of America 
Justice in Aging 
National Association of Social Workers  
PREEMIEWORLD FOUNDATION INC. 
PROFS, Public Representation Organization of the Faculty Senate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
Population Association of America 
Society for Public Health Education 
 
Individuals 
Alabama 
Steven Austad  

Arizona 
Dr. Janko Nikolich 

  



California 
Randall Akee 
Michael Anderson 
Sourik Banerjee 
Marianne Bitler 
Luisa Blanco 
David Card 
Carlos Dobkin 
William Dow 
Sydney Gordon 
Hilary Hoynes 
Ronald Lee 
Deborah Lefkowitz 
Adriana Lleras-Muney 
Enrique Lopezlira 
Lorraine Marsh 
John Robertson 
Narayan Sastry 
Katie Savin 
Judith Seltzer 
Paul Sinkhorn 
Eduardo Zambrano 
 
Colorado 
Ann Atkinson 
Vickie Bajtelsmit 
Jennifer Greenfield 
Lauren Nicholas 
Anita Pena 
Kendall Stephenson 
Sara Yeatman 
 
Connecticut 
Neil Bennett 
Ernest Gonzales 
Rosemary Hyson 
 
District of Columbia  
Katharine Abraham 
Andrew Biggs 
Jess Dowd 
LesLeigh Ford 
Nanette Goodman 
Thomas Hungerford 

Debra Lipson 
Nancy Liss-Levinson 
William Liss-Levinson 
Mieke Meurs 
Bracha Reznik 
Katherine Richard 
Michael Strain 
 
Florida 
Alan Agresti 
Diana Boxer 
Jane Brockmann 
Daryl Buss 
Regina Bussing 
Ross Dealy 
Carmen Diana Deere 
Robert Paul Duncan 
John and Fonda Davis Eyler 
Jane Finley 
Mark Flannery 
John Foltz 
Eliabeth Lynn Frazier 
Alice Freifeld 
Harvey Goldstein 
Don Goodman 
Dr. Jacob U. Gordon 
Sibet Grantham 
James Grantham 
Frederick Gregory 
Wayne H. Smith 
Diane Haines 
Jacqueline Hamersmith 
Abraham Hartzema 
John Henretta 
Robert Jerry 
Karen Johnson 
Stab Kaye 
Steven Kirn 
Maurice Levy 
Patrick Ludgate 
Nargiza Ludgate 
Maggie MacDonald 
Richard MacMaster 
Patrick L Mason 
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Barbara McDade Gordon 
Michael McKenzie 
Susan Millan 
Gary Miller 
Karen Miller 
Ellen Miller 
Richard Moyer 
Chelsea Mulligan 
Michael Perri 
Richard Phillips 
Kenneth Rand 
Michael Resnick 
Jaquelyn Resnick 
Ann-Marie Rizzo 
Ann Russell 
Anita Spring 
Stephen Stancyk 
Angela Williams 
Charles Wood 
Richard Yost 
 
Georgia  
Holly Resnick 
Angelino Viceisza 
 
Iowa 
Joshua Rosenbloom 
 
Illinois 
Griselda Chapa 
Christopher Clapp 
Robbie Dembo 
Rebecca Dizon-Ross 
Jason Faberman 
Damon Jones 
Bruce Meyer 
Harold Pollack 
Charles Rotblut 
Linda Waite 
Jialan Wang 
 
Indiana 
Anna Haskins 
Tim Moore 
Christie Sennott 

Kentucky 
Hope Harvey 
James Ziliak 
 
Louisiana 
Patrick Button 
 
Maine 
Dick Woodbury 
 
Maryland 
Nancy Breen 
Wendy Edmonds 
Isaac Marcelin 
Mark Mazur 
Robert Moffitt 
Beverly Rollins 
Liana Sayer 
Tisamarie Sherry 
Craig Thornton 
Tara Watson 
 
Massachusetts 
Leah Abrams 
Leila Agha 
James Anderson 
David Autor 
Vanessa Azzone 
Christopher Baum 
Stephen Blacklow 
Paul Cichello 
Richard Cosma 
Donald Cox 
David Cutler 
Reigne Dadey 
Leemore Dafny 
Jakina Debnam Guzman 
Peter Diamond 
Susan Dymecki 
Karen Dynan 
Farid Farrokhi 
Kevin Friedman 
Monica Galizzi 
Evan Glover 
Michael Grappo 
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Tal Gross 
Michael Grubb 
Laura Hatfield 
Kr Kaffenberger 
Nancy Keating 
Deirdre Kelliher 
Ronald Kessler 
J. Wyatt Koma 
Bruce Landon 
Mary Landrum 
LISA LYNCH 
Nicole Maestas 
Karen Maestas 
Guy Maestas 
Tad Maxwell 
Barbara McNeil 
Tatjana Meschede 
Lisa Mesicek 
Frederick Miller 
Joya Misra 
Monika Mitra 
Paula Murphy 
Ari Ne'eman 
Julie Nelson 
Joseph Newhouse 
Margaret Newhouse 
Michael Opton 
Zane Ranney 
Meredith Rosenthal 
Geoffrey Sanzenbacher 
Mark Setterfield 
Mark Shepard 
Amy Snodgrass 
Jeff Snodgrass 
Christian Weller 
William Werner 
Michael Wilson 
Youngmin Yi 
Korilyn Zachrison 
 

Michigan 
Joelle Abramowitz 
Olga Aristova 
Asenka Asenova 
Micah Baum 
Jordan Berne 
Anton Bobrov 
Tilman Borgers 
Camila Bratten 
Thomas Buchmueller 
Ann Buckley 
Sarah Burgard 
Jacob Burton 
Ronald Caldwell JR 
Qize Chen 
Xinyu Chen 
Alvin Christian 
Neil Christy 
Thomas Crossley 
Gabriel Ehrlich 
Wendi Fornoff 
Ryan Fraser 
Steven Haider 
Cal Halvorsen 
Catherine Hausman 
Julie Heintz 
Pamela Herd 
Kenneth Hofmeister 
Parker Howell 
Andrew Joung 
Kathryn Langemeier 
Tammy Lee 
Helen Levy 
Kellie Lindsay 
Dianne McWilliam 
Karly Mitchell 
Rebekah Modrak 
Nicholas Montgomery 
Michael Mueller-Smith 
Michael Nolte 
Adam Stevenson 
Amanda Stype 
Patricia Thompson 
David Van Dijcke 
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Dongni Wan 
Silke-maria WEINECK 
Andy Weiss 
Hannah Wohlfert 
Meifeng Yang 
Dean Yang 
Basit Zafar 
Xinrui Zhou 
 
Minnesota 
David Van Riper 
Elizabeth Wrigley-Field 
 
Missouri 
David Ekerdt 
David Holtzman 
 
North Carolina 
Matt Baber 
Monica Garcia-Perez 
Ryan Gurganious 
Nicholas Parr 
Kaitlin Shartle 
 
New Hampshire 
Megan Henly 
John Jankowski 
 
New Jersey 
Janis Barry 
Greg Bongen 
Janet Currie 
Ria Gaviria 
Suzanne Grossman 
Michael Jenuwine 
Douglas Kruse 
Leah Masci 
Steven Tanimura 
Don Waisanen 
 
New York 
Cristina Balboa 
Deborah Balk 
Giandomenica Becchio 
Jennifer Brite 

Nikolaos Chatzarakis 
Ying Chen 
Ryan Coughlan 
Marco Damiano 
Owen Davis 
Leandra Edelson 
Aida Farmand 
Nicholas Fort 
Samantha Friedman 
Teresa Ghilarducci 
Arnab Ghosh 
Cynthia Golembeski 
Joshua Greenstein 
Edwin Grimsley 
Diana Guerrero 
Gang He 
Frank Heiland 
Neil Hernandez 
Georgia Hillel 
Judith Kafka 
Jennifer Kaufman 
Hanin Khawaja 
Hanish Kodali 
Michael Kpade 
William Lane 
Waverly Langston 
Desiree LaVecchia 
Asli Leblebicioglu 
Thomas Liess 
Raymond Majewski 
Elaine Manago 
William Milberg 
Zachary Morris 
David Morse 
Kajal Mukhopadhyay 
Kirstin Munro 
Alicia Ng 
Eduard Nilaj 
Leticia Nunez 
Julia Ott 
Samuel Owusu 
Susan Pager 
Samantha Pardo 
Holly Reed 
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Adriana Reyes 
Alec Rhodes 
Maria Rodriguez-Carrio 
John Sarich 
Uzi Segal 
Willi Semmler 
Anwar Shaikh 
Mara Sheftel 
Meredith Slopen 
Tamara Sokolowsky 
Jason Spicer 
Maddie Sullivan 
Michael Tanney 
Julien Teitler 
Zin Mar Thu 
Claire Tranchino 
Danielle Twiss 
Robert Tyson-Multhaup 
Rubia Valente 
Joseph van der Naald 
Jessica Van Parys 
Eric Verhoogen 
Mary Weinberger 
Emily Wiemers 
Tracey Windsor 
Yimeng Yin 
Ajit Zacharias 
 
Ohio 
Susan Brown 
Jennifer Cohen 
Donald Haurin 
Sarah Hayford 
Stephanie Moulton 
Tasleem Padamsee 
 
Oregon 
Dean Baker 
Paula Malone 
Kathleen Mullen 
Susan Namkung 
 

Pennsylvania 
Jere Behrman 
Brendan Cushing-Daniels 
Howard Degenholtz 
James Donahoe 
Coleman Drake 
Paula Fomby 
Elaine Fultz 
Heather Harmon Donahoe 
Amanda Kreider 
Lindsay Sabik 
Kelsey Shaulis 
Daniela Tagtachian 
Miranda Yaver 
Mingli Zhong 
 
Puerto Rico 
Jose Caraballo-Cueto 
Gabriel Padró Rosario 
 
Rhode Island 
Deborah Carr 
Delia Furtado 
Max Grozovsky 
 
South Carolina 
Nicole Hair 
Laura Kane 
 
Texas 
John Bohnsack 
Brielle Bryan 
Laura Dague 
Melissa Gentry 
Yvette Maestas 
Prasanthi Ramakrishnan 
Danila Serra 
 
Tennessee 
Lucybel Mendez 
 
Utah 
Gunseli Berik 
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Virginia 
William Beach 
Andrew Kohen 
Timothy Layton 
Christopher Ruhm 
Kimberly Sacher 
Rhonda Sharpe 
Amy Splitt 
Martha Starr 
Susanne Toney 
Karen Woodrow-Lafield 
 
Vermont 
Alka Dev 
Robert Seymour 
David Stapleton 
 
Washington  
Nassim Assefi 
Sara Curran 
Heather Hill 
Rebecca Rasch 
Elizabeth Wilde 
 
Wisconsin 
Megan Bea 
Michal Engelman 
Callie Freitag 
Edith-Marie Green 
Christine Schwartz 
Timothy Smeeding 
Justin Sydnor 
Angela Vogel 
Lisa Vogel 


